Baker; ‘Doesn’t believe for instant’ 1 

conclusions of King death probe 
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Joomoi WostiiwQtofi Cofretpomtont 

WASHINGTON 

r ennossee Sen. Howard Uakor, 
>who had been in offico a little 

-4 ^ '*'^en Dr. 

Mai^ Luther King was assassinated in 
lus home state 10 years ago is stiU far 
from satisfied about who did it 
. I^piu offidal belief - by the FBL 
we Memphis police and the sute attor- 
ney genenM’s office - that James Eari 
Kay was a kwe wolf, unaided by any- 
one Baker said -I don’t believe it (the 
single assassin theory) for one instant** 

- Lullet ripped 

Mt Kings throat and jaw at 6 p.m. 
Memphis Ume. April 4. 1908. as he stood 
on a motel balcony. Ray subsei|ucnlly 
pleaded guilty to the slaying and was 
sentenced to 99 years» but he has con- 
SistenUy claimed he wa^ set up by a 
man he only knew as Raoul 

Contacted at hJs home in Huntsville. ^ 
^ker said his belief is based in part on 
his fnendship with Ed Redditt a former 
Memphis police ofTicer who was assign- 
ed to guard Kipg while the civU rights 


leader was in Memphis during the 1968 
^lUtion workers* strike. Redditt and 
. his partner, both black dclecUvcs. were 
ordered the guard detail without 
explanation the day before the 
esswissination. 

R^ciiU was summoned to Washine- 
ton last week to testify before the 
House AssassinaUons Committee, which 
• g ‘"ypstiffating We deaths of King and 
President Kennedy. The committee ses- 
sions arc secret, and committee staff 
not comment on Red- 
outs threo-hour-long testimony. 

Meanwhile, Tennessee's adjutant 
general related how a racial epithet im- 
mediatcly after King’s death caused We 
mrtiluation of 16.000 federal troops, 
who were dispatched to Memphis but 
turned around before they got Were. 

MaJ. Gen. Carl Wallace, who was a 
major in We Tennessee National Guard 
apigned as its public informaUon officer 
jt We t iige, said he ,gita pl^r NaUonal 


4 h ' 

: I 

Guard officers were present at a meet- 
ing of civic leaders ip the Guard Armo- 
ry in Memphis on Saturday. April 6. 
two days after King's death. 

A memorial march, to be led by MrsL 
^etU King. UJl Sen. Robert Kennedy - ’ 
(D-N.Y.), singer Harry Bell^fopte and ’ 
other celebrities, was scheduled in 
downtown Memphis for Monday mom- 
mg, April 8, before King's funeral in 
Atlanta that attemoon. The meeting at 
the armory was called in part to discuss J 
security arrangements /or tlw Mondayl ! 
morning march. ;* | ’ 

Among the partidpa^ta ^ were the ' 
Rev, James M, i^wson, t leader of the 
Memphis black community who had 
been in the forefront of the sanitation 
strikev aud Claude Armour, former 
Memphis police commissioner who waab 
acUng as Gov. Buford Ellington*| jd^^ 
sor on civil disturbances. , * 

* 

Awson and Armour had clashed be- 

See Bokerg Po»e / 
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, fore, -^e blunt-spokeij Armour was a 
- ffc Ki oppression to many in 

we black community, while Lawson 
was viewed as a trouble-maker by Ar- 

relates We stqry. Armour 
warned Uwson that «|f you don't con- 


troi your people, the 
full of dead niggers." ^ " , 

Then, Wallace said, Lawson jumped 
up. Routing at Armour and saying, 

^ "iggefs!** and Armour 

shouted back. «We*lI stop calling Vou 
niggere when you stop calling us m~ ■ ■ f 
-s,** using a popular street obscenity. 
Two observers from the Justice De- 
partment left the room, and Wallace 
later Icarnod they called Washington 
^mediately, relaUng the incident to 

^retary of the Army Harold Johnson, 
Johnson ordered fe^ral troops to be in 
Memphis, to replace the 6.000 National 
Guardsmen already in the city or en 

route. ' • ► 

first thing we knew about it,** 
Wallace said, "was at one o’clock Mon- 
day morning when this major general 
from Fort Campbell showed up with his 
entire staff, to Uke over.** Brig. Gea 
Hugh Mott, the Guard's troop com- 
mander. immediately noUfied ElUngtor 
of the federal intervention, and Elling 
ton got President Lyndon Johnson ou> 
of bed to assure him that no federa 
troops were needed and that their pres 
ence might further enflame thi 
community. 

“Ellington told him. "We don’t neei 
. you we’ll take care of our own,** Wal 
lace recalled. "That was about 4:30 or 
Mon^y morning, and 100 (troop carri 
or) airplanes were turned around in th* 
air by that call from Ellington to, Pros! 
(Iflnt Johnsoa** ! 

* iome 8,000 NaMegal Guard troop 


were sent to Memphi^uring^hr^ 
days of the sanitation strike riots, the 
as^ination and its aftermath. The 
IWly-armedJ^oops were divided into 
^ac Teams" consisting of a truck 
® led by a poUce 

vehicle. Inside the lead car ware a city 
p^iceman, a sUte trooper and a Guard 

Wallace said the teams were deploy- 
^80 that "Anywhere in the dty, we 

couM have a tac squad to two minutesL** 
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